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Bribery and corruption are the most dangerous criminal offenses that endanger 
the legal order, security and trust of citizens in state institutions. Receiving bribes as 
the initially incriminated corrupt offense is based on the definition of corruption 
through abusive powers for the purpose of gaining private benefit. At the present time 
it is equally widespread in the public and private sector, and in particular are being 
targeted institutions that are directly decide on the rights of citizens such as the 
judiciary, police, health, economy, education and other activities. The criminal 
responsibility of perpetrators of bribery is directly related to its promised service. 
This paper reviews the international legal framework of the fight against corruption 
based on which an analysis of the national legal framework of the Republic of 
Croatia and the Republic of Serbia for the criminal offense of bribery was made. 
Furthermore, case law has been investigated in relation to reported, accused and 
convicted persons for criminal offenses of passive bribery. According to the research 
conducted, the authors gave recommendations at the end of the text to improve the 
legal framework, as well as the treatment of competent institutions in detecting 
criminal offenses of bribery and prosecuting their perpetrators. 

Key words: bribe reception, criminal liability, promised service, corruption. 
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